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March 15, 1991

ALL COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE NO. I-24-91

TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS
ALL CHIEF PROBATION OFFICERS

SUBJECT: OUT-0OF-HOME CARE PLACEMENT RESCURCES

The purpose of this All County Information Notice (ACIN) is to
provide information regarding existing out-of-home care placement
resources, This is the first step in determining placement needs
as mandated by 8B 370 (Chapter 1294, Statutes of 1989). SB 370
requires in part that the State Department of Social Services
(5038} annually conduct a2 county-by-county survey to determine

~the unmet placement needs of children placed pursuant to Section

300 and Sections 601 and 602 (Welfare and Instituticons Code
Section 11462(i)(4)). Ultimately, the goal is to have a
comprehensive listing of licensed facilities by placement types
and services which will aid the worker in identifying the best
placement match and allow for advance planning toc develop new
placement resources to meet current and future needs.

To initiate this process SDSS has compiled the most current
placement resource data which is available internally to begin
identifying existing placement resources, This is the initial
step in the on-going process of determining placement gaps and
unmet needs.

Additionally, as part of the SB 370 mandate, 3DSS, in
consultation with county welfare and prcbation departments and
other parties, is currently developing a uniform Level of Care
Assessment (LCA) instrument and process which will provide a
mechanism for placement workers to identify and matech the child's
needs with appropriate placement resources, When implemented
statewide, it is anticipated that the LCA will be used to
routinely collect data on the need for and availability of
placement resources. This will eliminate the need to survey
counties on an annual basis., Such data, however, will not be
available for at least a year as the LCA form and process are
heing tested and will be refined before implementation.




Therefore, SD3S is also exploring with the County Welfare
Directors Association and the Chief Probation Officers of
California the feasibility of conducting a county-by-county
survey prior to LCA implementation. This survey would be used to
establish baseline data on the need for additional placement

resources.

As you know, counties utilize a range of placements from least to
most restrictive environments. A large percentage of children
are placed with relatives. When placement with relatives 18 not
possible and/or appropriate, children are placed in foster family
homes, in foster family homes with specialized care rates, in
small family homes, with foster family agencies for subsequent
placement in certified family homes, or in group homes. The
placement decision is based on specifiec eriteria which requires
placement in the least restrictive environment consistent with
the child's needs. Information on the number of existing
(nonrelative) placement resources is provided in this ACIN.

FOSTER FAMTILY HOME/SPECIALIZED CARE FOSTER FAMILY HOME RESOURCES

In addition to the large number of relative homes in California,
there are 15,640 State and county licensed foster family homes
according to reports from SDSS Community Carée Licensing Division
and the Statistical Services Bureau. These homes are broken out
by county in Attachment A.

Most counties have a specialized care rates system which provides
additional payments to foster family home providers who care for
children with special needs. A Specialized Care Ratesetting
System (SCRSS) Questionnaire was sent to the fifty-eight county
welfare departments and other agencies and organizations in
California responsible for the placement of children with special
needs. The purpose of the questionnaire was to gather
specialized care data on systems information, statistics and
population characteristics to be incorporated into the report to
the Legislature on California's SCRSS. Based on data from the
forty-four county welfare departments with specialized care
systems, the following information was compiled regarding unmet
placement needs.

0 Thirty counties report that they do not have adequate
Specialized Care (SC) providers for medically fragile
children and infants.

o] Twenty~-nine counties report that they do not have adequate
SC providers for drug exposed infants.

o} Ten counties report that they do not have adequate SC
providers for severely emotionally disturbed youth.




SMALL FAMILY HOME RESOURCES

According to reports generated by 35D3S Community Care Licensing
Division, there are seven hundred fifty-five licensed small
family homes throughout the State. These resources are
identified by county in Attachment A.

FOSTER FAMILY AGENCY RESOURCES

According to reports from SDS3S Community Care Licensing Division
and the Statistical Services Bureau, there are one hundred sixty
licensed foster family agencies (FFA). These FFAs have a
combined total of 3,083 certified family homes in the State. A
breakdown by county is provided in Attachment A.

GROUP HOME RESOURCES

A group nhome (GH) provider has one or more programs; a program is
a unique combination of services targeted to a specific
population of children in one or more licensed group home
facilities, There are six hundred seventy GH programs which are
operating in 1,798 licensed GH facilities in the State. Many
providers operate the same program at more than one site/facility
and each site/facility is licensed separately by 35DS3 Community
Care Licensing Division.

Information collected for Aid to Families with Dependent

Children - Foster Care (AFDC-FC) ratesetting purposes was
utilized to identify GH programs throughout the State.
Specifically, twelve categories were defined and used to identify
the programs' primary service or program function (Attachment B).
The program statements of existing GH programs were reviewed and
matched to the specified categories. Attachments C and D
identify GH resources within each category by county and by Rate
Classification Level (RCL).

In many cases, it was not possible to identify a single primary
service category because program statements currently utilized
for ratesetting purposes are not required to identify their
program in this fashion. Program statements sometimes describe
more than one area of expertise and/or do not describe one
service/program function as primary. One hundred three programs
are therefore listed as "Other".

The majority of GH programs in the State, three hundred, list
reunification of the child with his/her biological family as
their primary service/program function. One hundred twelve
programs list their primary service/program function as
emancipation of the minor,.




There are 14 RCLs established for GH programs. Currently, GH
programs are classified into one of twelve RCLs based on the
overall level of care and service provided; they are not based on
the actual type of program provided. Therefore, the same primary
service/program classification will be found in a range of RCLs.

Twenty-nine programs listed under RCL 12 have enough points to
classify as RCL 13 or 14. However, in order for a progran to
receive an RCL 13 or 14 rate, two additional ecriteria must be
met: 1) the child must have special treatment needs determined
through the LCA, and 2) the program must meet county performance
standards. An interim LCA certification process and county
performance standards are being developed.

As previously stated, identifying existing out-of-home care
placement resources is the first step in the process of
determining unmet placement needs. SD33 is working with county
representatives to identify and collect additional data which
will accurately assess existing resources in relation to
placement needs.

If you have any questions about the information provided, please
contact Hilda Tonarely, Family and Children's Services Policy
Bureau, at (916) 327-7629 or ATSS 8-467-7629.

OR&N D. Sé;ER

Deputy Director
Adult and Family Services

Attachments

ce: County Welfare Directors Association
Cnief Probation Officers of California
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Attachment

Special Program Codes Definitions

SUBSTANCE ABUSE: Program provides treatment service for drug
and/or alcohol abusers.

MINOR PARENT (Moms & Babies): Program focuses on teaching
parenting skills to young mothers, overseeing medical follow-up,
and supervision of minor parents and babies.

INFANT PROGRAMS: Program focuses on infant care, including care,
medical monitoring and follow-up for infants that have been
exposed to drugs and/or alcohol in utero,.

MENTAI, HEALTH TREATMENT: Program provides mental health
treatment to seriously emotionally disturbed (SED) children and
1) has a mental health patch, and 2) serves children that would
go to a state psychiatric hospital {or who have been placed from
such a hospital.)

VOCATIONAL TRAINING: Program provides vocational skills and
knowledge in preparation for a specific job or irade.

MENTAL HEALTH DAY TREATMENT: Program provides educational and
mental health treatment for 3ED children during the day.

SEXUAL OFFENDER: Program provides treatment service, including
counseling and/or therapy, for sexual offenders.

WARDS ONLY: Program provides services to wards placed by the
probation department.

EMERGENCY SHFELTER CARE: Program provides short ferm care to
children removed from home by child protective service agency for
temporary, immediate shelter.

EMANCIPATION: Program focuses on teaching independent living
skills to children age 16 and over as its main function.

REUNIFICATION: Program provides services which facilitate the
transition of chiidren from foster care to their biological home
as 1ts main function.

OTHER: Programs which have more than one area of expertise,
and/or do not describe one treatment service function as primary.

B
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